The Athenian Mercury: 


Saturday, Odfober 17. 1691. 


Hat think you of the Millennium? and 
whether do you believe ‘tis yet to. come, 
or already pajt ? 

Aniw. We believe, as all the Chriftians of the pureft 

Ages did, that the Saints fhal! reign with Chrift on Earth 

a thouland Years : That this reign fhall be immediately 


Queft. 1. 


before the general Refurre@ion, and after the Calling of 


the Fews, the Fullneis of the Gentiles, and the Deftructi- 
on of Antichrift, whom our Saviour fhall deftroy by the 
Brightnels of his Coming and Appearance in Heaven. That 
at the begioning of this Thoufand Years fha!! be the firft 
Refurreétion, wherein Martyrs and Holy Men thal! rife 
and reign here in Spiritual Delights in the New-Feru/a- 
lem-.- nay, in a New Heaven and New Earth foretold by 
all the Holy Prophets. For which Opinion of ours we 
hope to fhow no inconfiderable Arguments; which if they 
can be Aniwered, we'll willingly fortake it. And we 
think we have no leis for it than the Univerfal Tradition 
of the Fews, the ancient Church. of God, the unaniwe- 
rable Authority of almoft all the Books in the Holy Bi- 
ble, and the conftant Faith and Doétrine of the firft and 
pureft Ages of Chriftianity. 

For the Féws, the Antichiliafts are fo far from deny- 
ing “em us en this Point, that one of their great Argu- 
ments again{t the Opinion, and indeed the only one that 
makes any found, is, That ’tis Fudaifm: But becaufe the 
Fews held it, muft it therefore be neceflarily falfe > 
they alfo held the Creation of the World, and che Re- 
furreétion from the Dead. However, that part of it, and 
thofe Jewifh Errors annex’d to it by Hereticks or weak 
Men, of Carnal! Delights, @c. may be rejected, and yet 
the Foundation ftill be firm: For that the firft Chriftians 
held it in a more fober Senfe,we fhall anon prove. But we 
have the Authority of fuch fews for this Truth as were be- 
fore our Saviours time,and that Nations refufing the Chri- 
ftian Religion, nay, that which makes again{t ‘em, for 
it affirms their Law fhou’d ceafe. To inftance in the fa- 
mous Tradition which they term --- Dom&s Elia, which 
Elias liv’d under the fecond Temple, before our Savi- 
ours Birth ---“‘ Duo willia Inane, Duo millia Lex, Duo mil- 
“Sia Dies Meffie --- Agen --- Fufté quos recuffitabit De- 
“ 4s, 8c. The Righteous whom God fhall raile to Life 
“ agen, ( thas is, at the firft Refurrection ) thal! not any 
‘¢ more be turn’d to Duft —— He goes on dilcourfing 
the manner of their efcape in the Thouland Years, when 
God fhall renew the World. But fhou'd this Authori- 
ty be queftion’d, we are yet more certain this was the 
Opinion of the Ancient Fews, by feveral Paflages in the 
Apocrypha, particularly that in the 34. of Wijdom, from 
the aft. ro the 8th. The Souls of the Righteous which are 
departed, fhall fhine in the time of their Viftation -- They 
mp judge the Nations, and bave Dominion over the People : 

> Mac.7.15- One of the feven Brethien -- When he was 
ready to dye, faid, (00 Antiochus } It is good being put to 
Death by Men, to look for hope from God to be rais'd up agen 
by him ; ( viz. in the Firft Refurrection ) But as fr thee, 
thou {halt have no Refurreétion to Life. Accordingly Rab- 
by Solomon interprets Ife. 26.19. Thy dead Men fhall live, 
together with my dead Body fball they arife -- of Martyrs 
( I/aiah was ome Of that Number ) and takes it as an An- 
tithefis to what went before, V.14. They are dead, they 
fhall not live --- they are deces{ed, they fhall not 4 --- Repha- 
sm nom refurgent — which Repbaim he underftands to be 
the Wicked, for the Wicked, he fays, thall not erife in 
feculo futuro.-- chat is, fhall not live agen ‘till the thor 
{and Years are over, as the very Scriptures exprels ie, 
and the 21/t. of Prov. and 16th. v. feems 
miate as much, The fan thet wandreth out of the aod Se 
deritanding, foal! remain in the Congregation of the Dead. 
This for the Opinion of the Ancient Fews -- which that 
with Gods eems { in to us, that we 
‘tis impofflable for. the Antichiliafts to overthrow 
Opinion, unlefs ns all the Scriptures, as they 
already have ag rt of ‘em, becauf rectly 
gaint ‘em — ( of more 


mighc 
triarchs, e we thal] meet with 


by a better Hand, in the Epiffle to the Hebrews, 


bog to inti- fer 


‘all chen difmifs “em, tho’ we can bring other Proofs al- 
moft as high, namely, from the Book of Fob, cap. 19. 
V. 25,26, For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he 
Shalt ftand at the Latter Day upon the Earth — In my Flefhe 
foalt I fee God ——— That this Laster Day, or laft day 
€ Ot lw muecea is uled in the Holy Scriptures for the time 
ot the Refurrection, every one knows; at which time 
Job fays he thall fee his Redeemer upon Earth, and in bis 
Flefh or Body,renew'd agen after the Worms had deftroy'd 
it. But if this ben’t granted to reach any further chan 
the General Relirrrection, let us go on to the P/alms. 
where we fhal! find much clearer Authorities. Not chen 
to infifton that in che goth. Pfalmy Thou turneft Man to De- 
ftruction, agen thou fayeft return ye Children of Men: For a 
thoufand Years inthy fight are but as yeiterday — Not 
to infift on this, tho’ from this place, Ireneus, Fujtin 
Martyr, nay, perhaps the Apoftle himfelf in 2 Pes. infer 
the Millennium. There is a Text in the 104th, Pfaim, 
which appears very fair for this Renovation, the 29th, 
Verfe and onward ; He has been {peaking before of Man, 
and the reft of God’s Creation, he goes on — Thou bidet 
thy Face, they are troubled ; thou take |away their breath, 
they dye, and return to their duft --- Yet after this fee the 
next Verte --- Thou fendeft fort thy Spirit, they are Created, 
and thou renewelt the face of the Earth -~ And v. 32. He 
looketh on the Earth, and it trembleth, He toucheth she Hills, 
and they (moak --- And 35th. V. Let the Sinners ( or, they 
thal] ) be confumed out of the Earth, and let the Wicked be 
no more! What can be a plainer defeription of the 
aa jesus, the Renovation and Refticution of the 
Creature, of the New Heaven and New Earth, the Da 
of Judgment and Perdition of Ungodly Men ? And in this 
very fenfe we find it interpreted y Methoilius, Bithop of 
Tyre, ina Fragment of his preferv'd by Epiphanius, “ Er 
“* vero conturbatam iri Creaturam, 8c. But We are to ex- 
“€ pet that the Creature fhall be troubled, and that ic 
“ fhall dye in the great Conflagration, that it may be 
“reftored agen, but not chat it fhall be torally extinét, 
“that we our felves alfo being renew’d, may dwell in 
“this New World free from Grief or Sorrow, accord- 
“ing to that Text, Thom fendeft forth thy Spirit, they are 
** Created, shou renewelt the Face of the Earth, 

The Book of tales, befides what has already been 
urg'd, is full of plain Prophecies to this purpofe ; nor 
can we ever make the Fews, or hardly our felves be- 
lieve, that all thofe auguft Promiles of the Peace, Tran- 
quility and Glory of the Church; nay, in many places 
of the Jews diflinguith’d from the Gentiles, are already 
fulfill’d: If any afhrm the contrary, we defire no more 
to convince ’em but Ifa. 65. 17. & 66.22. Behold I Cre. 
ate New Heavens and a New Earth ; I Create Ferufalem 4 
rejoycing, and ber People a joy --- the Voice of weeping fhall be 
no more beard in her --- For behold the Lord will come with 
Fire, and with bis Chariots like a whirlwind ~The New 
Heavens, and the New Earth which I will make,&c. It 
herfce appears that New Heavens, a New Earth, and a 
New Jerufalem thal] be Created ; it appears this is not 

e that not yet accomplithed-—- The Vote 
foal no more be heard in her. Befides the glori- 
of the Lord in flaming Fire to judge 


we fhall find it muck clearer, and where we have 
soris own Words tor it ; nay, Direétions to all 


his Servants to Pray for it as conftantly as for beng dai- 
ly Bread, in that Petition of the Lords Prayer -- £0) ee 5 
dome come +»- That this is God's Kingdom upon - may 
perhaps Be not obfcurely intimated, even in 7 Prarr 
it felt, #*beiig not improdable that thole Words, In 
Farthas it is in Heaven, may refer to all che three fore- 
going Petitions as well as cic jaitt only —~ That God's 
Name may be fanétityed, and that his Kingdom may 
come, and he Reign on Earth as now in Heaven, as wei 
as that hic Wilfmay be done in the fame manner. But 
we furthe: prove --- That twas taken in this fence by our 
Sivicurs Diltiples, for a Temporal [Kingdom : Lora, fa) 
they i one place, wile tiou at this time reffore agen the 


King.lom ig Hrdel --- not doubting but he wou'd do it one 
cure or other, tho’ not certain whether at roar very a, 
Nor dors ke anrelss 1 "erm tor it as acre! Conceir, Dut 
only as an uniealonable Curiofity ; nay, bis Aniwer un- 
ro ein not only grants, but confirms their fuppofitron --- 
It is not for von to know the Times, whether cots time or 
amater, which beacds, the Father bath put ix bis own Pow- 
er -- agreeable to thet in another place of che Day of 
Judement, when the Feas thall be reftored ---no Man 
i oweth it, but the Father only. And much the lame 
Aniwer our Saviour gives the M ther of Zebe lee’s Chil- 
drec. when fhe Pecition’d that one of her Sons might fit 
on his right Hard. and the other on his Jefe in hts Kinz- 


m: Which nove denves théy meant of an Earthly King- 
dom — fo which he lirft replyes --- Can yeu drink of the 
Cup that Udrink of 2-- Can vou fuffer Martyrdom for my 
iaxe, fince for fiach, in an efpecial manner, this King- 
dom was provided > They Antwered, they con’d--- Our 
Saviour rejoya'd, they thow'd, but yet to fit at his right 
and left Hand, was not bis to give, but was theirs for 
whom "owas prepared by bis Father --- Wherein he owns 
i 


j 


1a Kicedem, and tuch Rewards as they defired were 
cally prepared by the Providence of God. ° Further --- 
this Kingdom neither was the Chriftian Religion, nor De- 
ffruction of Jernfalea, becaule it was not to come tik 
the sites of the Gentiles were fulfilled, and becaufe we ftil! 
ray for its: —Nor is it his Ecernal Kingdom in Heaven, 
recaufe that Generation was not to pais away till Al 
thofe shings were fulfilled : — That is,-- that Nation of the 
Jews, who are call’d an evil and adulterous Generation, — 
they were not to perifh before chat Kingdom fbould come 
which is there prophefied of — they were to continue 
a Nation tothe end of the World: Therefore it muft be 
an Larthly Kingdom. 

"Twonld be too long for this Paper to take notice of 
many other Texts in the Evangelifts, or to add any more 
cowhat has bin faid on that in the 3d. of the Ads, con- 
eerning the Taxes of Refrefhing, and Rejftitution of ali rhings, 
— Lets therefore go on to the 875. of Rom. trom v.17? 
ro22. where are mention'd — Our being glorify’d with 
Chvit, and chat for fujfering wiin him, -- of that Glory to 
be reveal’d, --- of the Crestures earneft Expedtation and hope, 
ot the whole Creation’s grozning and travelling, and its being 
at jength delver'd from the Bondage of Corruption: — Ot all 
whieh, if any man can make fence if they take it any othe: 
way, Weare extyveamly miftaken. --- And to what but chis 
Milicnatiom, and Great Day, according to our Hypothefis, 
can thote patlages, Rom. 11. 13,14, 15, refer to? If the 
diminifhinge them (che Jews) be the riches of the World, bow 
mite mere their fulnejs ? --- If the cafting away of them, be 
the reconciling of the World, whas fhall the recetving ( the 
caer ches ) of em be, but Lite from the Dead ? Whar can 
be plainer forthe Reign of Chrift, after his coming to 
Jucigment, before che End of the World, than thar 1 Cor. 
ty. 22,23. Whey that are Chrifts (thall rife) at bis coming, — 
Tren cometh the End, when he fhall have deliver‘d u 
the Kingdom to God, even the Father --- for he mu 
regan ( {till after the beginning of the Refurredion, which 
is to lat chis choufand ‘Years 5 ‘till be hath put all bis Ene- 
mies unter bis Feet -- and the laft Enemy is Death --- and 
this too after the Refurreétion ; for then, as we read in 
the Revelations, Desth and Hebl are co be caft into the 
Lakes The next we'll produce, thall be from the Epiftie 
tothe Hebrews, Chap. 1. Again when be bringerh mm the 


firjt begotten into the World, be faich, Let all the Angils of 


God worship bim +. and here the Learned Mr. Fo. fede 
seems to have juft Caufe to find faule with our Tranfla- 
tors ¢ for they were not infallible) for rendring it 
Again when be bringeth in-~- inftead of, When be bringeth 
in again bis Firft-begotsen into the World, or, When be fhall 
bring bim im again, the Original being oJa S° aaXn 
uray yi dv wed |ioxoy Sus Thy Snizudyny —- The Word 


Samed ifying, as all know, the Terreftrial habit- 
able Worl st that ‘tis of our Saviours future Reign 
and coming into. the World, appears from Chap. 2. 
V.5. where the Apoftle calls it ssxqud inv Tur mi ruomy ~- 
The Werld to come, whereof we {peak, Or concerning 
which he had been difcourfing in the former Chapter ; 


which World to come is not yet put under our Saviour -- v. 8. for 
now we fee not yet all things put under bim -- tho* we fee him fo 
high adwanctd, as for the Suffering of Death to be Crowa‘d with 
Glory and Honour. Befides, as the Apoftie ar Lape Now, that is, 
at tis Incarnation, or his. coming into the World, we fee Jelus 
made a little lower than the Angels, but when God bringeth him» 
agai into the World, this World +0 come which he has SOP Put~ is 
{ibjection to the cAmgels ; he then faith, Let all the Angels of God 
worfbip bim ; that is, Worfbip bim all ye Gods, as we Tranilate it 
ye Elobim, which includes Ange!s, the place being taken out of the 
97th. Pfalm, which contams a glorious Delcription of the fecoad 
Coming of Chrifi to Reign here and Judge the World. --- Let‘s Po 
on to the 11th. of the Hebr.v.$. —tbrabam was call*d to go out in- 
to a place which he fhou‘d after receive for an Inheritance, name- 
ly. the Land of Canaan : This he did not receive while he liv*d, fee 
48s 5.7. He gave bim no Inheritance init, no, wot fo much a: 10 fer 
bis Foot on -- This was intended to him in Perion -= God Promis‘g 
that he would eive it to Aun tor a Poflefhon, and that as dittint 
from his Seed, for fo they are nam‘d -- He, and I/aac and Facob dy*d 
in Faith, as ‘tis added, not bavjug recetv‘d the Promife --- What Pro- 
rnatfe but that of Canaan before "mentioned -- but having feen “em afar 
if ; namely, at the erd ot the World, they as well as Abrabam 
Jooking tor a City with Foundations, whole Builder God is ; viz. the 
New ferufilem to defcend out of Heaven, which therefore can‘t 
be Heaven it felf; befides, ‘tis fuch a City as they now defre, v.16. 
and as God has now prepared (ibid. ) and provided, v. 40. both for 
them and us together, therefore not actually given it fem ; and what 
that better thing is, (better than Canaca then was ) which Aiod has 
p ovided, fee Cap, 12. tue city of the Living Ged, the  Heaven- 
ty Fferufalem, the General Affembly of the Fir ft-burn ( which 
plainly intimates the Kelurrection ) and to that Kingaom which can- 
not be moved. Thus fays Treneus, when Gelcribing the Reign of 
Chrifi, and Chrift iimfelf reftoring to Abraham the Pronmied Inhe- 
ritance. St. Peter we have already difcours'd of 3 ot. }) d> is akmoft 
a Traaicript of him ; but the twentieth ch. of the Kevelatsons is to 
exprefs and plain, that we think it can never be avoided --- wherein 
‘tis evident, that after the Fall of Babylon, the Appearance of our 
Saviour inthe Clouds, the Deltruction of Antichrifé in the foreso- 
ing Chapter, atter al! thele Satan is bound, v. 2. tor a thoufand 
Years ; (is he {0 now ? or has he been ere fince © nf{tantine ? ) Al- 
ter this the Souls of them that were Beheaded, or Murdered, jor the 
Witne(s of Fees, &c. lived and reigned with Chrift a thoufand Years, 
-- But the reft ef the Dead liv‘d mot agen ‘till they were fimifh‘d -- 
the Dead mutt be taken Jiterally of one as well as the otber - Its add- 
ed, This is the firft Rfurrettion, and the 2d is deicrib‘d in the tensh 
Ver fe, -- I faw the Dead, finall and great, ft.nd before God -- the Sea 
gave upits Dead, ec. It we make the fir{t Ailegorical, how thall 
we fecure the fecond ? 

Thus for Scriptufe --- To come to Fathers: Our Enemies as 700d as 
give us all the frft,and mott et the fecond Century; or if they won't, 
we can prove ‘em ours, Papats, Fuftin Martyr, Polycarp, Clemens, 
and atterwards Jreneus, Lattantius, Tertullian, Methodivs, ( alrea- 
dy quoted ) and {till lower, St. Cyprian, Nepos, Apollinarius, and 
many others too long to Name. Nor need we wonder that poar 
Pdpias is reprefented as the Fouader of this Opinioa, and a weak 
Man, by Exfebius, thot he owns himya diligent, and expert in the 
Holy Scriptures, fince he and his Friend$ Dyonifius,Gaius, and other 
Aotichilialts, have dared, fome of sem pofrtively, others by con fe- 
guence, tO ttrike owt almoft an eighth part of the New Teftament, 
no le's than four intire Books from the Canon of the Holy Serip- 
ture, becaufe they faw it impoiible to overthroy the Teftinonies 
therein for this great Froth ; namely, the Epitlle to the Hebrews, 
the fecond of St. Peter, the Epritie of St frde, and’the Revele- 
tions --- agginft the lalt of which they bore the greateft fpite, as 
being the clearett acainft ‘eu ; tome attributing at to the Heretuck 
Cerinthus, but all denying it to be St. Jubx's, particularly Exjebius, 
thot herein he notorjoutly coutrravicts himfeit ; and tho* there axe 
juch fCvere San@tions atthe end thereot, avainft whoever fhall tate 
away any thing iso it ( the Holy Spirit that indited it no doubt 
foreleeiag what would happen ) how much more againft thofe who 
took it away altogether? ‘fis too long to infert the Words of all 
the Fathers confirming this Doétrine, eich indeed woud require 
a Volume ; take hat two : ¥#flin Martyr, who in ‘his Dialogue 
with Trypbon Cull us-- That be himself, and ala other Orthodox Chri- 
flians behev'd in, and thofe who did not, ought net to be cfheemed 
Chrifltams --- Lut acds expreily, that there fhou‘d then be a0 Jew- 
th Oblervances or bloody Sucvifices, but True and Spiritual Prailes 
and Thankigrvings offer‘d to God: And Methodius before mention- 
ed, Oi thofe who {hall rife --€ They thall neither Dye nor Marry, 
* bur live the Life of amgels, being employ“d in Good Works — Ac- 
cordingly Latantius, ‘They thall live a Heavenly yaad. Aagellical 

Life. We'll conclude this Noble Quefiion with a Paflage of Ter- 
tultiaw, which tully includes all the Doctrine of the Millenium, and 
ye Relurredt a: “us le. 3. cont. Marcion, cap. 24. Fo ‘we ate 
i a fays be; 4 Kiagdom promiled us upon Earth, but be- 
: ore VED, anc in another State, to wit, alter the Rejfurrecti- 
“en, ( the firft ) in the 1002 Years, an the City of God, the Hea- 
venly FernGlem, which the Apottle calls Fern falem which ig above, 
sade Abii ber of us all : This Bxekiel knew, this st. Fobn foretaw : 
Gi Bart a tae Sunts fall be jreceived at the Refurrection, 
whatever hej have cither defolGl oF Lak fe ce nee 
‘both iol Mies | € either delpiied. or loit 1a this World -- for ‘tis 
: jutt and worthy of God, that his Servants fhould Triumph 

there where they have formerly fulfer‘d for his Names fake. —- 
‘And this is the manner of the Heavenly Ki -- After which 
* 1000 Years, wherein will be Ginihed the Refarrection of the Saints, 


€te beraisd fooner or jater, according to the: deferts, thea the 
€ Deftruction ofthe World, cal bic rosea cee 


‘ . = tion accom }ifh- 
, this ~— sib thal the yey into an Ragclica sotfience Shee 

? ve on sac orruption tran- 
* {lated into: the Kingdom pry mg j peer ot 
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